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Readers who happened to be watching b_ne_ of the 24- HOURll tele
vision progr81111DOs, esrly __ i!' April, ""J ha.V<l"·been wryly 8111UBed and 
wondered whether soll80m had turr.ed baclc the clock . It seemed that 
two nev books were about to be p.1blished, These were works of 
fiction - a story by Gary Sobers, ,_world - famous for his cricket, and a 
yarn by Dennis Law, equally famow, football er . 

But, the TV interviewer infonr;ed us with -suitable gr_avity, . these 
books were not writ t en by Messrs . Law and Sobers · at all . They vere 
written by a man named Martin '(hO Was quite agreeable : ~liat his 
sto r ies s hould be published untier more famous names . . 

The p.1blisher of the books (he appeared to be somewhat embarrass
ed and at a loss for very convincing argument) claimed that pl enty of 
t he autobiographies of famous men had been "ghosted" by professional 
writers. But. countered the intervie wer~ tt.eae ,books ere fiction. 

The interviewer read from t he introduction ' '\>Y, _Mr. Sobers who had 
written so..,thing lik e: "It has been great fun writing -tlµ.s " book ; I 
hope that readers will find it fun , too ." ._ . 

"Great fun for whom?" demanded the interviewef sternly • . 
"For the re ader , " pleaded the p.ibl i she r. · 
"But Gary Sobers says it has been great fun writing it," per

sisted the interviewer . 
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11Mr. Mart in is an excellent writer , " said the publisher . 
0 Then why, " demanded a famous authoress who was also prese nt, 

"does he not have his work published under his own name?" 

It was the i ntervie wer who asked the 64-dollar question : 

"How much are Sobers and Law bei ng paid fo r the use of their 

famous names?" 
"You can't expect cie to answer that , " replied the publisher , not 

unnaturally , 
The inte rview er asked the publishe r whe ther t her e might be a 

prosecu ti on under some new bill whi ch prevent s false desc r iptions 

being put on ite::is for sale . The publishe r th01J8ht it unl i kely. 

Now, though a practice of this kind """I be new to the 24- HOURS 

t eam, it is by no means new to those of us who remember the heyday of 

the old periodicals . I t was a comon occurrence years ago for stories 

to be published under the !l8"1es of fSCIOUs sportsmen who perhaps acc e pted 

cheques for the use of their llBllles. llally Hami,ond was credited wit h 

the wri ti ng of "Cloyne of Clave rhouse " in Modem Boy, though it is a 

question whether Mr. Haml,ond ever even saw the sto ry. Sir Alan Cobham 

was icuch lauded , also in Modem Boy, for the early King of the Islands 

serial , and Charles Hamil ton , la t er on, professed to be unaware that 

somebody else had been credited with his work . Pl enty of other famous 

names were given to stori es , the write r s of which did not mind the ir 

work being credi t ed to somebody else. Possibly the writers were sui t

ably compensated in cash for t hei r self-de ni al . 
Long ago we t hought this sort of thing was rather like cheating 

the juvenile reading public . lie feel Cl.lch the same way about 1 t in 

1967. 

'!IIE CHICKEN OR THE mG? 
Ap,rt from his early school stories , which I r egard as class i cs 

of their type, I have never been a reader of Wodehouse . Consequently 

I came as quite a new boy to "Blandi ngs Castle " on television , 

thoroughly enjoyed it , and considered that Sir Ralph Richardson gave a 

magnificent perfonoance as the elderly nobleman. In consequence , it is 

of IXIIJ.Ch interest t o me to note that our .Merseyside club , as repo r ted 

this mont h, had no high opi nion of the TV series or the performances 

concerned . 
When a book is filmed , it cakes all th e difference which you do 

first - read the book or see the film. Or, of course , the stage play . 

A reader conjures up vi vid ment al vis i ons of characters aM 

places described i n books . Almost inevitably , the picture present ed 

on film or stage is at variance vi th that oental picture - and it 
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disappoints . Most of us, having our own pet imaginations of Grey
friars and its inhabitants , were mil dly dis appointed when the school 
was transferred to 'I!V. In ad.di tion , producer s take l i ber ties . We 
found it irritating to see Mauleverer with a monocl e or Hurree Singh 
(on the stage) in a turban. 

Generally s peaking , we prefer either the book or the film accord 
ing to which we had acquaintance wi. th f i rst . I remember enjoying th e 
film of "The Citadel" and being disappointed with the book which I 
read later . On the other hand, the film of "The Good F.arth" dis 
appointed , only being a fragment of the book. 

Occasionally , as vi th the Sherlock Holmes stories and 11Tbe 
Forsyte Saga," the producers manage to equal the wri tten word. But 
it 's a risky business . ' ~ EDITOR. 

FOR SALE: First four vols of Picture Post 1938-39 (bound) 50/ -, fine 
~n. "Wonder Album of Filmland" ( 1933 A. P. ) 10/ -. Crusoe 
Winter Annual 1924 (Nem es) 6/ -. First vol of Union Jack 1880 (poor 
condi tion but comple t e) 6/ -. First vol of Everybody's Story Album 
1909 , stories of Bram Stoker, Pett Ridge , etc. , 800 p .ps.15/ - . 
Celeb rated Cases of Charlie Chan pub 1933 - 1400 p.ps 7/6. 4 Buffalo 
Bill Annuals (Aldine) 5/- each ; Old blood "The Young Rake " by Pie r ce 
Egan 5/ -. Lilliput Arurual 1939 6/ - . Postage extra ·on all items. 

L. MORIEY, 76 1 ST. MARGARETS RD., JWM!Li,,· LONDON, W.7. 

SALE: 7 copy run , Sunbeam comic, Jun e 6th to Jul y 18th , 1936, 25/-
posted. 0, W. WADIIAM, 12 MILITARY ROAD, LOWER HUTT, N.Z. 

~ : Good loose cop1es or volumes containing any one or more of tre 
following: Qfil!§_: Some issues between 80 1 and 832 ; 953, 954, 959 , 960, 
~ . ~~m.m . ~ . ~ . ~.•.~ . m . 9~m . m . m. 
~ : 401, 403, 407, 409 , 413 , 415, 421 , 422, 427, 433, 441 , 442 , 
466 , 467, 474 . 

ERIC FAYNE, EXCELSIOR HOUSE, GROVE RD. , SURBITON, SURREY. 
- --- -- - --- -------------------------
WANTED any odd copies of Union Jack 1914 - 1915. 
MR. E. CORDY, 23 CARPENTER AVE., BULL FARM, MANSFIELD. 

FOR SALE, ol d boys annuals etc . SAE li st (Ul( only). 
WANTED, Holiday Annuals 1920-28 - tatty copies considered if complete . 

MILLER, 50 HILLSIDE GROVE, LONDON, N.14. 
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WHO WAS ALLY SLOPER? 

Frank Shaw answers this question asked herein las t year quoting 

a reference to him by Neil Bell and repeated in March Diges t by William 

Lister . 

BE WAS a character in a Vic torian comic pape r , pr i ce ld , Ally 

Sl oper ' s Half Holiday , which (as Iii th Comic cuts at its out se t ) was 

not a comic for boys . Decidedly not. Though i t wruld be an old 

fashioned parent now who would prevent his son (or daughter) reading 

it . It was naughty fo r its t imes . Up t o 1914 when it folded after 30 

years of ,.,,..kly appearance it was as " ell - known as Coronation St r ee t. 

You might as well have asked "Who is Ena Sharples?" as Jus t ice Darling 

asked "i'ho is George Robey?" (The barriste r 's reply is said to have 

been "He was the Darling of the Halls , 1!1/1 lord.") 

That branch of Fre d Karna' s Arrrzy called the A.S . C. (no t yet Royal) 

called itself Ally Sloper' s Cavalry. 

Ally follo wed the j ournal is tic tradition by which a <"'ri odical is 

per sonified as with The Tat l er , The Gentleman ' s Magazine (Sylvanus 

Urban) , Punch, Esquire , Billy Bunter ' s Own. He was also in a tradition 

of vulgar but str ange ly innocent humour s ti ll present in the seasi de 

postcard and a peculiar li t tle l'lblication sold outside North Country 

foo tbal l grounds , "Bil ly' s Weekly Liar . " 

Very well illustrated , written in a very bitty , diffuse , un

affected prose (anonymous) , it appealed to a newly - literate generation 

of adults whose sons were reading the "bl oods , 11 and which was enjoying 

the first legal half-hol. Some of the drawings were by artists known 

i n boys canics , like Jack Yeat s , run t he writing was often , i n i t s way, 

very good . (It does not amuse now but neither - as a rule - does a 

Victorian Punch or last year ' s for t ha t matter - for one thing topical 

allusions are loat and the current catch phrase or fad . ) As Charl es 

Hamilt on wrote for Victorian papers of all sorts maybe - there are 

definite signs of his early style . Well known writers did write for 

it , it is believed . I f ound , circa 1912, a decided echo of Edgar 

Wal l ace ' s Educa t ed Evans . It was the poor man's Pink Un. 

Ally was an overdressed slUIIIIO' wit h a tremendous conk and a huge 

umbrella . A masnificen t ar t ist with a richly baroque style , W. F . 

Thol!'o8s, on the front page weekly depicted his adven tures and those of 

his dog and his cheeky son and dubious daughter (mo had f r iends among 

t he nobility like the Dook of Snook! ) and hi s boozy friends , at the 

music hall , the seaside , elections , horse-races , royal occasions . 

(The tone was overwhelmi ngly l oyal as such publicat i ons always were . 
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Radicalism neve r reared its ugly head and Labour or Trade Union 

supporters wer e l oonies or hooligans . ) 
There were aeything up to thirty pages , three columns to a page, 

scruff ily printed on off - whit e paper , the size of the pages being the 

same as in the old Boys Friend. 
It was edi t ed by a pri nt er named Dalzell fr om Shoe Lane and under 

its heading it did claim to be a Selection (Sidesplitting Sentimental 

and Serious) for the Benefit - not only - Of Old Boys - but - YoW18 

Boys and Even Girls . Ommt 
My father read it . many notable Edwardian essayists re fer to it , 

such as Chesterton , not unfavourably . Ally typified something of its 

age . It was reviv ed in the twent i es - I read it with a Nelson Lee 

inside rtfif Tout 's History in the Fifth Form - but , though Thomas still 

drew magnificently and the daughter stil l fl aunted a noble bust , it 

went quickly as so many revivals and new publications did in that era . 

(Cheerio , Town Topics , London Calling , Pol ly ' s Paper , Girl s Friend , 

Boys Realm •• • ) 
The war might never have been . The late Victorian and &lwardian 

approach was maintained . I tho ught this touc hing ; I liked the rorty 

period . But if I t alce you for a few swif t glances th rough typical 

is sues from its heyday you may agree that resurrection - whatever of 

Sexton Blake and even Buffalo Bill (what about Dick Turpin and Tubby 

Hawke?) was impossible . On the othe r hand if you wat ch TV often 

you ' 11 find some of the I jokes ' st il l live ! 
The front page of an i ssue in Volume Two, 1885 shows Ally in a 

kilt shoot ing pheasants in Scotland and being shot in the rear by 

Tootsie 's friend , the Doak, arm in arm with that shapely maiden and 

bemonocled . Under this is another 11 toff " being so ld a horse . Says 

the selle r "It 'll carry you over every t hing , sir ." He adds (as it 

were blotto voce) , "Over its 'ead per haps . " Almost good e nough for a 

Carry On film . There is a surprisingly se rious piece about a Quelc h

l ike schoolmaster . The cor respondents answere d are as unlikely as 

H. A. Hinton ' s . Honeysuckle May (Bexley Heath) succ eed in sadly 

shocking Ally and he tells Tom Jones (Sheerness) the epitaph he quoted 

is old - and unfit to appear in his pages! C.G. (Gateshead) is 

informed that llilliam the Conky is buried near Rouen and an American 

reade r is told of Ally ' s keen per sonal in t erest in t hat country . 

Barmaids are defended , tee totallers at t acked and there are funny 

Froggies t&l..k::ing like Mossoo. Bejabers , there are , of course , funny 

Iri shman and , AS ever was , comic cope . Monks drink and "mashers" say 

"Doosi d stupid " and have waistcoats l ike Gussy 's . There is a short 

s tory , in a gl ub set ting , a serial, buxom bal ler i nas and, among much 
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el se , a facetious essay on fishing. What do you think of these 
daffynitions , Hush Money, a nurse 's wages , Worst Tax of All , Attacks 
of gout? And what about thi s ri bti ckler - Two people a t a t heatre . 
He: What are all the people clapping for ? She: Maybe their hands are 
col d. 

In 1895, we are to l d ThatchBIII was the place Wigs were first Made 
(use of initi al cap it als was al ways arbitrary) . Funey t ramps and Ikey 
Mo join the comic Ir ish.men, two tramps-j us t look like Weary Willy and 
Tire d Tim. Says one , Wunst you 've been to clink your name is mud. ( I 
would not have though t that slang phrase so old . ) Says the other , Yes . 

Of a negro who died in Fleet Stree t we are told he ''i s not a 
blackamoor but a blacky less 11 and there is the inev i table restaurant 
scene with a wait er just like Waddl es. Daughter Toot si e dances rather 
suggestively a pas de seul which would seem demure in the Cavern. Well 
shaped bathing girl s and baD..erinas wear rather more cl othes than t he 
modern girl in the st reet . 

Irishmen are , begorrah , still funny and a shabbil y-d ressed 
Workingmen' s Candidate promises the el ec tors "I' 11 not spend one penny 
of my own money. 0 Thi s (as we sometimes found in brackets in Chuckles) 
is a joke :- Vis i tor to acto r' s dressing-room : I congratulate you on 
your clown' s make up . Actor : I've not made mysel f up ye t . (Coll apse 
of stout visitor?) 

There i s a fake elec t ion address from Ally and the daffynit i on, 
Public Characters , Barmaids. A few yea.rs later we find the daffynition 
A Pr essing Affair , CUddling and The Feature of Our "8e, Cheek . 
Tootsie 's Marriage Agency carries a lot of sauce . Yi th a s entimental 
poem, Just a year ago, my dear , just a year ago, as Victor i an as the 
jokes. 

Jump to 1906 - when the paper was also "A premium for £ 100 
I nsurance" - and we find ads for Epps Cocoa, How to Gr ow a Luxurious 
Moust ache and those bik e s fo r twenty-U ve bob th e redb ack Magnets also 
featured. The s t age is covered a l ot, and King Teddy ; the ballerinas 
are slightly le ss covered ; there ar e plen ty of sly boosts . Nothing , 
s t rangely , about spo rt . There are still mashers or "knuts" Gussy
like , and fatties t oo and drunks . Says The Fi rst Worshipper of Bacchus , 
I heard you had become a T.T. Second Di tto, Not me. More likely to 
become a D.T. (Collapse of buxom barmai d?) There is st ill much sly 
ness and coyness but no s i gn at all of that smut we now mi scall 
satire. Is thi s the fir s t ever appearance of an immortal - Is your 
rife entertain i ng this season? - Not very . There is a parody of Marie 
Corelli ' s Sorrows of Satan (did Danny ever see Lya de Put t i and Adolph 
Meniou in this as a film - a much better , though unconscious , parody?)., 
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And a little boy says to an Edwardian Constable Cuddlecook "I f you *ve 
seen a man without a little bo:y - I 'm the little boy . " (Collapse of 
Collectors Digest cont ributor . ) 

~ Finally , after two rhymes from the 20 1 s almost as good as Dick 
Penfold , I will venture the source of the same:- The stork has 
brought a peach fo r you , said Nursie with an air , It's a darn good 
job , sai d Poppa , That it didn ' t bring a pear. (Get i t ?) I ' ve been 
a walk along the Old Kent Road With all my beauty clad in fashion's 
mode, But, oh , I wish a bit more rind had blowed , For what ' s tM use 
of paying ten-and - six a pair if they ' re not showed? (Paip.ng Ken Dodd?) 

Alleys predomina t ed in Vi ctorian London and slope \Part r idge ' s 
Slang Di ctionary)means to "make off ; decamp, leave lodgings without 
paying . " Moonlight f l its were a persis tent musi c hall source of fun , 
and doubt less founded on the lives of the audience . Is there a 
suggestion of this rednosed character sloping sly ly u p an ally for 
that or similar doubtfu l purpose? 

Extract from letter fr om Bert Graves: -
(By courtesy of G. Allison) 

"Now, just a thought . Imagine a paperback nove l with a pictorial 
front cover and descriptive back , enti t led SHORT STORIES OF EERIE AND 
MYSTERY. NO. 1 • 

The cover picture showing the Inn of 1000 Secrets, with its 
weird sett i ng on a lonely moor, barren trees, ghosts , bats fly i ng 
overhead and a storm raging. 

Inside say a dozen short stories chosen from 'Bullseye ' and 
'Surprise • of the 1930 1 s . 

1. The House of Thrills Bull seye 24 a. The Inn of 
2 . After Dark Bullseye 157 1 , OCO Secrets Bullseye 
3 . When Midnight Chimes Surprise 1 9. Who, Why, Where, 
4 . The Man with When? Bullseye 

£1,000,000,000 Surprise 1 10.Phantom of 

105 

104 

5 . Night Patrol Bullseye 1 Cursi tor House Bullseye 24 
6 . Phantom Tales ( 1) Bullseye 156 11 • Tbe .Black Moon Bullseye 86 
7. Phantom Tales (2) Bullseye 157 12.Phantom Thief Surprise 1 

These books displayed on the newsagent ' s shelves , along wit h 
' James Bond' etc . I think they would sell like Hot Cross Buns a t 
Easter - time. Anyhow, it's jus t a suggestion for an enterprising 
publisher ." 
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DANNY'S DIARY 
MI.....!.2!l 

There hasn • t r eally been anything str iki ngly good in any of "'If 

papers th is mont h, th ough I think I am going to like t he Rookwood 

series about the new boy, Errol l. 
The first tale in the Magnet was "Nati onal Service at Greyfria rs. 11 

Temple & Co decided to help the war effort by growing potatoes . \lhen 

the Famous Five heard of it , they decided t o do th e same thi ng , but 

Fishy "cornered " all the seed pota t oes in the neighbourhood . However, 

'Nibley , by some impersonating of a government official , put the wind 

up Fishy . A fai r ly good tale . 
Next came "Sir Jimmy's Secret . " In thi s t ale , Bob Cherry ' s 

cousin , Paul Tyrrell, deserted froo. the army when he was accused of 

theft. But Sir Ji!IE\Y discovered that the real thief was Scaly Bill , 

whom he had known in his ol d days a t Carker ' s Rent s . Not a bad 

drama tic s tory . 
"His Father 's Honour" didn 't appeal to me. A new Ameri can boy 

naced Tracey , decided to bag the captaincy from Harry Wharton. He got 

the Bounder on his side by blackmsi.l , saying that th e Bounder' s fathe r 

had knocked down and killed a man with his car in New York. But the 

man turned up at the i,nd, and Tracey was turned out . 
"Two of the Sixth " was quite good . Ski.Mer se wed up Gwynne's 

overcoat in revenge for punishment. Carne pret ended to find cigare t tes 

on Harry Wharton. The Famous Five , wait i ng up la t e to punish Carne , 

sav somebody breaking bounds in G,rynne ' s overcos t . Skinner tried a 

bit of blackmail . Actually it was Carne in the overcoat . Quite a 

neat plo t. 
In the Greyfriars Gallery this month were Bulstrod e , Hurre e Singh , 

Coker, and Wun Lung. 
There has been a bus s tr ike in London, and all the Gener al buses 

were off the roads for four days. Luckily the tr ams kept ru nning . 

They have nov abolished the halfpenny fare on the tr ams. 

Some time ago we went to see "The Bing Boys are Here" at the 

Alhambra. This was a tremendously success fu l show and ran for a very 

long time . It ended fairly recen tlY , and waa replac ed with "The Bing 

Girls Are There . " Though Violet Lorraine was in this one as well as 

the previo us one , the Bing Girls did not click , and th e show ended 

aft er only a few weeks. 
The Maypole is wonderful . They have in trod uced a new margarine 

whi ch really tastes ni ce and they are produci ng it in big quantities . 
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Al so , a t a time when so many shops are profiteer i ng , they are selling 
their margarine a t 6d a pound . It is ages si nce we had anything 
which tasted really nice on our br ea d. There ar e bi g queues a t our 
Maypole , but there is plen ty of t his wonderful margarine . Everybody 
says "God bl ess t he Maypole , 11 and make resolutions t hat , when the war 
is over , they won't forget wha t t hey owe to th e Maypol e . 

At one of our cinemas there i s a new serial called "The Purple 
Domino. " Among the bi g pie tures we have se en thi s month have been 
Theda Bara i n 11Under Two Flags , " a tip-top story ab out the French 
Foreign Legion and a girl named Ci garette ; Geor ge Walsh in "The 
Beast ; 11 Owen Nares and Marguerite Courto t i n "The Rolling Stones ; " 
Norm.a Talmadge and Ral ph lewis in "Going Strai gh t; 11 Dorothy Gish in 
11The Little School Ma' am; " Pauli ne Fred eri ck i n 11The Woman in the 
Case . " 

It has been a vecy poor month i n the Gem. The firs t two stori es 
were "Grundy • s Secre t Society" and "Gru ndy , Gr and - Mast er " in which 
Grundy was running a sec r e t society he called the Veh.me. 

"Looking For Trouble " was th e best of this month ' s Gems, t hough 
it wasn ' t a knockout . Cardew ge t s a t dagge r s dra wn with Monsieur 
Morny . Carde" hints that Mossoo has s t olen a f.5 note from Gussy, but 
th e note was actually an advance on Mossoo ' s sala cy . 

I n "D' Arcy Minor ' s Bolt," Wally was suspec te d of theft and r an 
away from school to join a tr ave lling boxing boo th . The booth caugh t 
f i r e , Wally rescued Piggott from t he flames , and it turned out t hat 
Piggott was the guilty one over t he t heft . 

Almost always , Rookwood i s the most general l y good of the three 
sc hoo ls . Of cour se , f or ages now there has bee n f ar too much Morni ng
t on . I sh ould think that in the past year he must have starred in a t 
l east 75% of the stories . 

"The Fa l l of the Fif th" was a good amusing tale. I t turn s ou t 
that the Fifth Form master is named Mr. Greely. I think thi s is the 
firs t time we have hear d about hi m. This s tor y was about th e rivalry 
be t ween J illlf.\Y Silver & Co and Hansom and Co of the Fifth . The Fifth 
have an amateu r dramatic society named "The Thesbians. 11 

11Son of a Cracksman" is the star t of what is clearly going to be 
another Morningto n series , and it is very good. A new boy named Ki t 
Er r oll arriv ed a t Rookwood, bro ught by his fat her who i s Captain 
Erroll , ' Erbe r t, who is Morning ton ' s pr ottergy, re cognises Capta i n 
Erro l l as a crook named 'Gentl eman Jim . 1 So there is qui t e a mys tery . 

It was idiotic that t he next s tory was noth ing to do wit h the 
Erroll se ri es . It •,ms ca lle d "Rookwood on Rations " and was all abou t 

(co nt ' d on page 13). .. 
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BLAKIANA 
Conducted by JO.SEP!UNE PACKMAN, 

27. Archdale Road, East Dulwich, London, S.E. 22 

THE HOODED TERROR By lleryck Harvey 

To say that I could scarcely believe my eyes would have been the 

understatement of the collecting year . But there it was: a cinema a t 

Saffron 'tialden, a quiet Essex town not 15 miles fran where I l iv e , was 

about to show the film "Sexton Blake And The Hooded Terror" - and this 

in 1967, not twenty years ago ! 
I had chanced across the announce.iilent in a local week ly newspaper. 

I t transpired that the shoWing was pert of a short vint98" film season 

undertaken by the cinema 's management, with Seymour Hicks as "Scrooge" 

the msin attraction the night before , 
The Blake film, dating from 1938, was awful. The acting , by to

day' s standard , was vastly overplayed ; the direction was almost com

pletely unsophisticated, and the plot by Pierre Quirou l e - al though 

adequate by storyline and invention - smacked entirely of the melo

dramatic. Needle ss to say, I loved eve ry minut e of i t . 
But much more interesting than the acting, technique or actual 

plot , were the. credits . Directed by George King , the film starred 

George Curzon as Blake , Tony Sympson as Tinker , and two names who were 

subsequently to become better-known, Greta Gynt as Julie , and David 

Farrar - fleetingly - as Granite Grant . 
Blake vas really up against it this time , fac i ng The Black Quorum 

- "the greatest crime organisation of the century " - led by none other 

then The Snake, an evi l master brain at large. But the detective 's 

par t started gently , as he issued a timely warning to Julie that he 

would not always be on hand to re scue her from incriminat i on. 

Characteristically, however, Blake was soon in ac tion at a cracking 

pace , No sooner bed Grant's messenger called on him with a coded 

message than Blake himself was lured away, Tinker was deceiv ed by a 

disgui sed "clergyman ," and the messenger was eliminated by means of a 

poisoned dart shot through a blowpipe , 
Before long Blake hed cracked the code and trailed The Snake to 

his pit. Unbeknown to him, he was seen arriving by a new scientific 

wonder - cl osed- circui t t elevision , no less - and rendered helpless . 

But before further danger could overtake him, Julie came to Blake ' s 

rescue , allovi.ng him a chance to expose The Snake. 
As I hadn't lmown what to expect, I could hardly be disappointed 
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by what I saw. Nevertheless , Mr. Curzon •s stuffed - dummy of a hero was 
certainly not my concept i on of the Man from Bake r Stree t ; and Mr . 
Sympson' s brash young Tinke r seemed altogether of a cloth - cap age I 
found myself doubting had ever existed . 

Fr ank ly , t he most disappo in ting par t of the evening was being 
force d to overhear the conver sa tion of two witless t eenage girls a row 
i n front , as they seized on every naivety of chara cter i sation and 
dialogue with a gigg l e , You see , although they were impolite by their 
noise , much of t he time I had to agree ri th t heir reasoning . 

But despite all rese rv ations , i t made a good ni ght out , Do you 
know, I think I would go again. I' d even travel trice the distance. 

A UNION J ACK GIFT OFFER By 0 , W, Wadham 

Was the cir cula t ion of t he Union Ja ck suffering a set-back in 
those glorious days of 1925? 

Cer t ainly there must have been a larger t han usual number of un
sold copies , because in the issue date d Apri l 11 of t hat yeax , fr e e 
copies of back number s contain i ng the opening chap t er s of Rafael 
Sabatini 1 s grea t ser i a l "Captain Blood.11 were being of fered . The new 
ser ial was sai d to be " the ori gi nal sto r y of the great Vitagra ph film." 

I n London and suburbs 11Capt ain Blood II was be i ng sc r eened simu l 
t aneous ly a t sixteen dif f eren t the a tres , and twen t y- t hree ot her pic tur e 
houses in the province~ were a l so presenting the f i lm . 

Star of "Captai n Blood" was J. War r en Kerrigan , and the film was 
made in 1924 (according to "Picto r ial History of the Silent Screen " by 
Danie l Bl um) , 

I n large type , at t he head of each page in t he 1 924- 25 per iod the 
Union Jack proclaimed "The pape r with th e distinctive covers . " 

When those covers showed i nc i dent s from the Sexton Blake stories , 
th a t was no doubt true ; but t hose "Captain Blood " effo rt s (signed 
F .B.H. ) could hardly come in the dis t inctive category . It would be 
int e re s ting to know how many free copies were asked fo r . 

* * * * + 

THE ROUND TABLE 

The objec t of this litt l e Round Table column , when it appe ar s 
occas i onally , is t o persuade r eaders to put pen to pape r and express 
opuu.ons. I didn 1 t know wheth er to fee l f la t te r ed or sha t te r ed last 
month when Mr. Walter Webb devot ed t he ent i re Blakiana section t o 
cutt ing me down t o size for my t emer it y in poaching on the preserves 
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of the C.D. literary critics . 
I don 't quarrel with Mr. llebb' s find i ngs . I agree that an ice 

cream shoved down Bunt er' s spine by some thoughtless junior would not 
strike a false not e in the Remove passage , any more th an i t would in 
an old Hal Roach comedy. I am still not convinc ed that it would make 
the victim amorous . 

I suppose Mr. Webb is ri ght about Paula . I daresay I was infl u
enced by the au thor of "Snowman" who commented: "He ( the policeman , 
Sergeant Plumtree) eyed her , her disarray , her long s tockingless legs , 
the obvious fact that there was no more under the sweater th an there 
had been under the skirt ." 

The policeman s eemed to dis approve . Maybe he was an 11ol d guard" 
c opper . 

I accept Mr. Webb' s as surance tha t "to gloom11 and 11t o grit 11 were 
used as verbs of speec h in th e S.B.L. of long ago . I don't like them 
any t he bet t er for that . They seemed so horrid , I j ust ass umed they 
must be ultra - modern. 

The years take their toll , but I hope my sens e of humour is no 
more blunted than Mr. Webb ' s. My only excuse is that I did n't re alise 
"Snowman11 was in ten ded to be a furmy s tory. 

DANNY' S DIARY (cont ' d from page 10) • •• 

Mornington tryi ng to chea t over the food shor tage . It seems s o odd 
that the edito r shou ld publi sh tales out of their proper or der. 

However, next month the Errol l se ries continued with "Morningt on' s 
Mast er Stroke ." Though Mornington believes that Erroll i s a cheat and. 
the son of a burglar , he realises that there must be a real Captain 
Erroll, f or the Captain has won decorations i n th e Army. So Morning
ton sends away to ge t a Daily Mirror which gives a photo of Captai n 
Erroll . Erro ll i s obviously alarmed, but when the picture turns up , 
it i s seen that Erroll of Rookwood is ve ry much l ike the Captain 
Erroll of t he pic ture . So, for the ti me being , all is cal m and bri ght 
fo r Erro ll , and Mornington has to do so me more plotting . These are 
the best t al es of the month. 

There is a new series in the Boys I Friend I boxing tales about Bob 
Tr aver s by Herb ert Britton . 

WANTED: One or two odd copie s of Chip s , Comic Cuts , and th e Penny 
Popular , al l dated before 1918, 

ERIC FAYNE, EXCELSIOR HOUSE, GROVE RD., SURBITON, SURREY. 
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NELSON LEE COLUMN 
(CONIJUC'l'ED BY JACK WOOD) 

THE IMMORTALS By William Lister 

The fr i ends of St . Frank's must at some time have pondered as to 
what would have transpired if thei r f avouri t e schoolboys had grown up. 

(Not that they could eve r grow up , as there i s t he essence of 
Peter Pan about the boys of St . Frank' s , ) 

Still if you can remember the t i me you followed the weekly adven 
tures of Nipper , Hand.fort h and the boys of the Remove, who at that 
peri od were about the same age as yourselves , and then read a vintage 
1922 copy of "Nelson Lee" i n 1967, you are bound to not i ce something , 

Yes ~ t hat is it ! The boys of yesteryear are as large as life -
as young as ever - not a day older - not a twinge of rheumatism - not 
a t r ace of baldness - not a hint of dimming eyesight seems to touch 
the spirit ther e , 

Now thi s is not true of the loyal followers and fa.ns of St. 
Frank' s . 

(It could not be ot herwise ; there is not the essence of Peter 
Panooout the friends of St. Frank's.) 

Therefo re can ve not be excuse d for pondering how life would 
have treated the ilill:Jortals had they bee n mortal? 

We can ask ourselves would the boys have matured true to charac 
ter, would they now be t rue- blue ci tize ns , (perhaps steer i ng towards 
t he roll of Senior Citizens) not to mention the cads of the school who 
would no doubt be responsible for much of t he dir ty work going on tod ay , 

And we do meet both types in the human jungle today , 
I t i s here that the "Nel son Lee" readers score over the Hamil

tonians - wha t a rich heritage EdWY Searles Brooks has left them in 
his Victor Gunn and Berkeley Gray st ories ! 

Sometime in the f uture t he write r hopes to go back over them 
making co~ious notes to i ll ust rate where they coinc i de with the "Nelson 
Lee ' s." (This with the help of the public library and Bob Blyt he ' s 
Lee li brary.) 

Time and again glimpses of the past come s te al i ng through , 
characte r s , both good and bad appearing on the scene , tha t are indeed 
counteri:ar t s of the boys of St . Frank ' s i sayings are al most taken 
from the lips of our famous schoolboys, 

Anyone read i l'l8 "Nelson Lee" and compari ng i t wi. th the la t er 
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novel s would realise that here irrleed was the same pen at work. 

From stories featuring a cas tle- barr i ng out , strange doings in 

haunted houses and fre sh-faced rugged young ..,n rescuing damsels in 

distress , you can tr ace the ol d school tie ( tha t i s if the old school 

had a tie). 
The folloving is a quote from "Curtains for Conquest" by 

Berkeley Gr ay :-
"Dr. Malcom Loring was a young thir ty- five , fresh - faced, fair

haired , broad in proportion with the muscular developaw,nt of an all - in 

wrestler , and his pugnacious face was red with anger and exci t ement 

as he blunde re d into t he desk knocking it sideways . A mighty crash 

sounded as one of Loring ' s fists, li ke a ham• descended upon the desk 

nearly splitting it open . " 
"Oh, sorryt " he shouted "didn 't mean to do that , but dammit, I'm 

angry ." (Shades of Bandfor th.) 
Or a slight glimpse of an old school porter in "Conquest i n the 

Underworld " :-
"Carn' t open them Si r - they're padlocked , 11 said Gosling , who 

resented the other's aggressive tone - 11If you want to come in , you' 11 

have to go to th e li t tle door in the wall , a hundred yards up , and 

I' 11 unlock i t fo r you. 11 

In some of th e stories that I hope to recheck not only the quot es 

but the sto ry style brings back memories , and gives a glimpse of so.., 

of the St. Frank's cha ra c te rs in l a t er life , bu t it must be borne i n 

mind that the in ter est would sto p th ere . 
!lo one really wan ts those boys to grow old ; it is bad enough 

tha t J!!!. have to gro w old . 
Growing old has been tried i n th e realm of fiction , with out 

success . \lell - liked fictional char acters have later been portrayed 

ns very elderly , and the public have not been happy abou t it . 

For some reason we want our favourites to remain the same, 

Sherl ock Holmes, Tarzan , Sexton Blake , Biggles must never grow old 

any more than Nelson Lee, Nipper, Handforth , Harry \lharton or Billy 

Bunter . 
Still it does no harm to dream once in a whi le of what could have 

been , and Brooks has left us a legacy in his la t er wri ti ngs that it 

seems a pity not to tak e advan tage of them and see what they will 

yield on this line. 
And there will be no harm done, having tr aced our St. Frank's 

Schoolboys t o maturity and found them to be professors - scien ti sts -

adventurers or even crooks , we can re turn t o the ga tes of the old 



Page 16 

school ( via Nelson Lee Library) and find our venture has all been a 
dream. 

In stead of finding St. Frank ' s cl osed , derelict, fo r saken since 
t he 1930's , too costly to repair, bro ken doors and windows, cobwebs in 
the studies , their young occupants having been scattered abroad, the 
masters dead vi.th old age we find they are all still there, as large 
as life and as young as eve r, the studies and classrooms throbbin& 
with excitement , the playing fields , Triangle and village just as we 
left t hem, and is that the porter coming to let us in? 

Nothing has cbaneed - Good, very good! 

THE I.ONG \IEllC By R. J . God.save 

The Club librari e s are undoubtedly a great boon to the members . 
Both the Hamiltonian and Nelson Lee Libraries of the London Club are 
so well s to cked that one can borrow many of the series published . 

A comple te series enable s one to read as though from a hard 
cover book. It is poss ible, though not desirable , to read the last 
epi sode firs t in order to satisfy one ' s curiosity as to th e outcome 
of the story . Th.is gives us a great advanta&e ove r the original 
re aders of around the 1920 ' s , but we lose heavily in the weekly 
expectancy which the majority of the serie s originally produced. 

In the case of the Nelson Lee, Wednesday to Wednesday s eemed to 
me to be an eternity. E. S. Brooks be i ng at his best in t he 11\)'Btery 
and supernatural stories , caused an almost agonising wait of roughly 
two months before the story was unfolded and the mystery explained to 
the reader. 

A casual reader who bought a Nelson Lee occa sion ally would be 
wiable to follow the story , and as such would be somewhat confused 
and disappoin t ed , al though a brief resum~ was usually given of the 
pre vious week's episode . 

The serialized episodes had to be retained in the mind. One, 
therefore , read the story with greater diligence in order to remember 
the sequence of events. Th.is could explain why, after all these 
years , these papers still have their faithful followers . 

WANTED: C.D. Annual 1954 and "Young England" year 1916-17. Your 
price paid . 

___ L~ :A:~•-_ 3'.7! ~=~~-R~~·-_ ~~N! :·~·~2~ _____ _ 
HOLIDAY ANNUAIB: 1922; 1925, 1931; 1934; 1936 ; 1937 . 25/ - each 
includes postage. LITVAK, 58 STANWELL RD., ASHFORD, MIDDSX. 
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G. KEN CHAPMAN LTD 
2, Ross Road, London, S .E. 25 . 

Telephone: 01- 653 4469, 

COMPLETE POSTAL BOOK SERVICE .. ,New, A,ntiquari an and Secondhand ! 

European Representatives of ARKRAM HOUSE of Sauk City , \ii sconsin , 

U.S.A., :p.1blishers of all the most important fantastic aJ'Xi weird 

fiction by H.P . Lovec raft, Cl ark Ashton Smith, Augus t Derleth , e t c . 

Send for our Catalogue s and Lis t s ! We also specialise in 

Science - fiction , Gothic Rolll8llces, Detective and Mystery Novels and 

Unusual Fiction and Non-fiction . View s tock by appoi nttnent only : 

* * * * * 

LONDON O.B.B.C, - HAMILTONIAN LIBRARY 

FOR SALE: Magnets 1042, 1053, 1054, 1055, 1058 , 1069 , 1073 , 1077, 
1083 , £4, 10. 0 , (Write before remi tti ng,) 

WANTED: 

S.0 . L' s . 277, 280 , 283, 30/ -. 

£2 offered f or Magnet 882 . 
15/ - each offered for Magnets 816 , 817 , 858 , 859, 
10/ - each offered for Gem f,/0 & Magnets 1472, 1473 , 

LIBRARY SERVICE: Well over 2 ,000 items of pre - war Hamiltoniana, 
including nearly every $enui ne Magnet series (many of the 
Golden Age in duplicate) . If you are interes t ed in our postal 
oerv i ce , and have not had a co~y of our pri nted and illustrated 
catalogue , send 6d in stamps (NOT S .A. E.), 

LI BRARIAN: Roger Jenkins , "The Firs ," Eastern Road, Havant , Rants . 
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HAM I L T ONIANA 
Do You Remember ? By Roger M. Jenkins 

!lo. 6"3 - z! Ge1:1 No. 42 - "Figgins ' Fiit=fudding" 

Nowadays td Gems are usually classed as collectors ' items , tend-

ing to be rare and expensive to purchase . Among these rarities, none 

is more sought after than No. 42 entitled "Figgins ' Fig-fudcline; , " 

which was published at the end of 19CY7, and its popularity may be due 

to the fact that it was the nearest approach to a Christmas s tory in 

those far-off days , 
Mrs. Kenwigg, t."le New House dame, had gone to nur se a sick 

relative, and Mr. Ratcliff 1 s sis ter arrived as a stop-gap . Under 
this new regime , there was a considerable saving effected on meals in 

t he New House, and the miserable scanty fare provided by Miss Ratcliff 

was so bad that the juniors were almost driven to desper ation -

especially Fatty Wynn! 
One of the disappointments of the story was that Miss Ratcliff 

was never actually. featured in per son - she "8 9 merely referred to . 
There were obvious possibilities in the character of Mr. Ratcliff' s 

siste r , but for some reason Charles Hamilton decided to eschew these . 

It is possible that he thought it ungallant to present a lady in an 

unfavourable light , but if he did think thi s in 19CY7 he certainly had 

changed his mind a few years later , in the days of militant suffra

gettes. 
The character of Tom Merry was still bein g developed a t thi s 

time , ru'ld he is shown having slight disagreements w-ith his friend .s on 

poin t s of principle . The School House junio r s thought that they 

ought to take advantage of the unusual s t ate of affairs prevlliline; in 

the rival house, whereas Tom Merry felt aome sympathy for the pre

dicament of Figgins & Co, The situation was handled a lit t le 

o:wkwardly, but it showed promise of interesting developments to come, 

in presenting the hero of the stories in a more individualistic light. 

The c limax of the story was perhaps a little flat compared with 

some of the later ones , Figgins had mixed into the pudcline; an 

ingredient not specified in any cookecy book - syrup of figs ! The 

result was inevitable. 
* * * • * 
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LET'S BE COm'ROVlliSIAL 

!!£.....l1.1.. SWEET LA VEND ER and OLD LACE 

One of my favourite se ri es in the Gem is t hat dealing with the 
holiday on the upper reaches of the Thames - the famous "Old Bus 11 

s t ories. I f when reading th i s series , one suddenly re al i ses th at i t 
is over forty years since i t was wri tten , the rea lisatio n comes as 
something of a shock . 

Here we have a s eries which does not date at al l . I t coul d 
quite re asonably have been written for the summer of 1967. It is as 
convincing in 1967 and it was i n 1923. 

It depends almost entire ly upon an autho r himself whether his 
work dates . Char les Hamilton ' s work is indes t:i.i c tib l e because he 
seldom W"rOte in a s tyle whi ch dated. True , we have many period 
piec es from hi s pen , but this was due t o top i cal allusions. I find , 
fo r instance , the stories in t he Magnets and Gems of 1939 are often 
period pi eces, dated in a way which does not occur with so many 
earlier stories . Refe r ences to A.R. P. and blackouts and the like 
set a story immediately in the period of nearly t hir t y years back . 
Instinctively, one is in another age when readin g them, and i t was 
not a very pleasant per i od fo r t hos e who lived through those times of 
blasted hopes . 

The Old Bus tale s , though actually about six t een years older , 
contain nothing to bri ng back pai nful memories or scents of old 
lavender. They are timeless . 

A school story , for the most part , should not da te , even though 
the school sto ry , as we knew it , i s gone for ever. Yet the real 
modern t ale , like the "This Man Craig" series on telev ision , with its 
neurotic, scruffy, fag--puffing boys and girls , though it probably 
presents an accurate pie tu.re of school lif e today, gives no promise 
of l as til'18 in the way that the schoo l sto r ies we love have lasted . 

So Charles Hamilton ' s topical allusions have produced many per iod 
pieces~ His immaculate writing , however , has produced hundreds of 
tales which might have been written yesterday . 

Generally it is in his dramas that, so far as modern readers are 
concerned , the false note is struck . When the villainous character 
ejaculates "Bah! 11 we get a sense of old - fashioned melodrama and t he 
second house for the Denville Stock Company. When , in the early 
Mornington - Erroll series , Erroll says to Mornington, "Do your wors t!" 
we find ourselves at once in a make-believe setting of long ago . We 
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are certain that no schoolboy today would ever say "Do your worst! 11 

I doubt whether he ever would have said it , but we were less criti cal 
when we first read the stories . When, in the Cedar Creek tales , the 
author tells us that "Frank Richards would fain have looked the other 
was , " we don ' t need to r emind ourselves t hat the t ale was written 
long ago . 

But that sort of thing in Hamil tonia is comparatively rare. For 
instance , the blue Gem stands up amazingly well to the passing of 
time . Between the blue covers there are scores of tales which time 
has left untouched . Time is less kindly t o the contemporary red 
Magnet . 

To some extent this i s due to the fac t that the Gem ta l es were 
mainly se t in the school. The settings for the Greyfr i ai:.s stories 
were more var ied . 

Even in appearance , th ere is a quaint old - world charm which 
gi ve s its own scent of old l avender in the r ed Magnet , very much in 
contrast to the solid feeling of modernity which somehow exudes from 
the blue Gem. Arthur Cl arke, who illustrated so many of t he red 
Magnets , may be t o some ex t ent responsible for this . He was a de
lightfu l and first-class artist, but there was an old - fashioned 
exaggeration in hi s drawings which contrasted enormously with the 
matter-of - f ac t soundnes s of Macdonald in the Gem. 

Clarke had a remark abl e gift , whi ch Macdonald lacke d, for getting 
charac t er into his faces, but his bodie s and clothing and background s 
had an atmosphere which was at least twenty years behind the times . 
By contrast , Macdonald , who was unequalled fo r drawing the Eton suit , 
gave the Gem a dignity by omitting the freakishness which dated so 
much of the work of Clarke. 

Large numbers of the stories in the blue Gem would ge t by , if 
publi she d today , without a word being struck from them or any amend
ment s made. In many othe r s , the only dating factor would be a sen 
tence like " Tom Merry lit the gas in his study . 11 

Far , far more removed from t his 1967 age were most of the tales 
of the red Magnet . The heavily over - written t a le s of snobbery arrl 
penniless scho l ar ship boys from pitifully poor families presen t ed 
unlik ely pictures even in Edwardian ti mes, and had no coun t er part i n 
the Gem. The Chinese schoolboys , speaki ng "coo lie " English even 
though they came fro m wealthy Chinese families, and inexplicably 
wearing Chinese robes i n an English public school , s pr ayed thei r 
unlikely personalities over the re d Magnet era. The comic, uneduca 
ted country pol iceman; th e old seaman wit h the wooden leg ; the 
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freak American - al l these , and others like them , featured largely in 
the red Magnet, Probably it was the quain t old - world chann of t he 
red Magnet which makes it so desira b le t o collectors today , but i t 
cnade the stories themselves less time wort hy , 

I do not suggest that the "dating 11 of any of the ol d sto r ies 
matters in the least . On the contrary , When Tom Merry & Co board 
a tram in Dubli n, or the gas - light fades in Nobody' s Study , or Mr. 
Selby buys a thousand - franc note in order to gamble on the foreign 
exchange we real is e that we are readitl8 period pieces. Thei r attrac -
tion may even be enhanced. 

A story dated by t opicaliti e s is a period piece . A st ory dated 
by a style of writin g is a museum pi ece. There is a vast diffe r ence 
between t he t wo . It is quite astonishing how very f ew of Charles 
Hamil t on ' s stories fall in t o the latter categery . 

I have seen many old pl ays spoiled by the producer se tt ing out to 
bri ng them up to date . In their orig i nal peri ods they would delight 
and charm . Tar t ed- up to meet t he supposed needs of the nineteen 
sixties they merel y i rr ita t e . 

Anachronisms are troublesome . Charles Hamil ton himself made 
this mistake with his later Rio Kid s tor i es. The earlier Rio Kid 
stories are distinguished by some qui te beautiful prose in many of the 
adventures. This is missing in the l ater tales , but Hamilton ' s 
striking mistake was that he failed to realise that the Rio Kid' s 
place was , at the very latest , during the first decade of this century. 
The author made a blunder when he used part of the plot of the 
Magnet ' s Hollywood series and set the Ki d down to star as an int r epid 
rider in the talking-picture colony of Hollywood . Har ry Wharton was 
all right as a prospective film- star . The Rio Kid was not. 

I t is , in fact, remarkable that , from style alone , the work of 
some writers of the middle - thirties is dat ed while much older work of 
other writers does not date at all. 

Few writers have th e gif t of wri tiDB stories whi ch have the same 
appeal after sixty years have gone by si nce they wrote them. Few of 
the old - time "greats" among authors had that gift. Charles Hamil ton 
happened to be one who had it. 

Our own Marjorie Nor ris writes , fo r the television section of 
"The Stage, " critic isms of certain TV programmes . Recent l y , under 
t he heading "Few Acts Which Don' t Suffer , 11 she wrote : 

"Whenever I see ATV I S London Pallad i um Show f rom the beginning 
to the bi t ter end I am left wit h the same f eeling of gen tl e melancholy 
that I get fro m t he BBC' s 'Come Dancing .' Both a.re surv i vals of a 
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past age . Fossilised entertainment. 11 

I don't entirely agree with Marjorie. SUrely a great many 

items are success ful simply because they are survivals of a pas t age . 
When I see 11Come Dancing " I usually enjoy it , not because I am much 

of a dancer but on account of the old tunes which the orchestras 
usually pl ay, I rarely vie" the Palladium Show, and 1then I do , I 
think more of my own suffering than of what the acts may suffe r . 

I do not re gard th e Palladium Show as a survi val of o past age . 
It strikes me as boring with its brash modernity . It has lit tle to 

link it with the delights of an overage performance at th e Holborn 

Empire i n the nineteen-thi rtie s . 
Our Gems and Magnets, our Rookwood, our Lees , and our Union Jacks 

are survivals of a piSt age . They have no counterpart today . When 

we read tho 110ld Bus11 series or the 11China Series " are we enjoying 
"fossilised enterta.inment? 11 

Or i s there some ch.a.Im in those old tal es , which , when aided by 

some magic ingredien t in our memories , places them beyond fossilisa 

tion? Do they still leave us with that 11gentl e melancholy" which 
Marjorie Norri s exper i enceo when she views the London Palladium show? 

CONTROVIBSIAL ECHOES 

JOHN TOMLI NSON: I have never read that Pent elo w se r ies about 

Delarey , but it sounds somewhat boring to me. Genui ne Hamil t on 

tales being interspersed with substitute stories made thi!l$S confus 

ing at times, os , for example , in 1924 in a talc about Julion , Crooke 

turned decent , and a few weeks later (genuine Hamilton this time ) 

Talbot saved Tom Merry from a dirty scheme by Crooke . I thought to 
myself : "I wish Martin Clifford would make up his mind." 

PETER HANGER: I am sure you have a good reason fo r saying that 
Charles Hamilton had no objection to sub-write r s in the early years , 

but this is o complete con tradiction to Chapter Six of the Autobio-
graphy . I can well understand thu t o relativ ely long sub series 
would ac t as a s timulant to Charles Hamil ton . 

ROGER JE!OCIJIS: I think you are perhaps a little too sweeping in your 

remarks about Charles Hamilton ' s opinions of the substitute writers. 

Possibly he did find i t convenient to have such stand - bys , but he 
never ceased to object to their stories being published under his 
pen-names . Ac tole me he would have been quite happv to ha.ve seen 
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the Sexton Blake systec used , with the substitute stories published 
under diffe rent names. 

I have been looking over old correspondence froc him, and am 
quite surprised at the vehemence of his annoyance over t his habit of 
other writers using his pen- names. In one letter he said ; "Actually , 
it made me lose rny t emper at times --- I r emember one occasion when I 
went so far as to damn and blast Hinton in hi s off i ce at the Flee tway 
House , for which I was sorry aft erwards . " 

His remarks on Pentelow are the stronges t I ever knew him to use : 
"This man took advantage of his position as edito r to steal my work 
and push me out i nto the cold . That was theft , I n order to make 
his thefts effective he put uzy name i nstead of his own on what he 
wrote . That was for gery , By palming off the stuff on the public , 
delud ing ther::i. i nto the belief that it was writ ten by me, he was 
gui lty of swindl i ng. 11 

I think there is no doubt that Pentelow was delibera tely 
excluding Charles Hamil ton I s work in order to make room for his own 
eff usions . No wonder Charles Hamilton was annoyed ! 

SYD SMYTH: I do not often pass on praise as I should , but I must 
say that the Apri l Contr oversial came up with a refreshing new twis t 
and I should imagine lit up the eyes of all Hamilton men. It was a 
gem and we are indebted to you for put ting an ar t ic l e such as this 
bef ore us to mull over. Indeed, i t has long bee n my idea that the 
l ong- l i ved "Let' s Be Controversial" cou l d be collected together into 
one book much as other essays are . 

~ : Magnets 1039, 1040, 1041 offered for ANY ONE of the 

following :- l'.agnet s 913, 1043, 1C71. Alterna t ively £1 each 

off ered for ANY ONE GOOD copy . 

P, HANGER, 10 PARK SQUARE, KINGS HEATH, NORTHAMPTON. 

S.B.Ls . Pre and Post War ; Bunt er Hardbacks , Holiday Annuals . 

State price wanted. 

~. WOOD END, BWNTIS!IAM, HUNTINGDON. 
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NEWS OF THE CLUBS 

Meeti ng held 21s t March , 1967 

The change of date to avoi d a c l as h Id t h th e Eas t er holidays 
kept the attendance at double figure s , ten members putting in an 
appearance . 

We were i nforaed by Stan Kni ght i n the cor re spondence t hat Boots 
were sell i ng packs of fo ur S.B.Ls . (Mayflo we r Series) for 5/6d . 
Stan seems to ferret out these useful pieces of informa t ion and pass es 
t hem on to us . His let t er s have become a regu l ar i te m in our 
meetings. 

The meet i ng was informal and without a fixed pr ogramme the r e was 
plenty of impro mptu discussion . I an Bennett r a i sed the matter of 
the biography of Charles Hamilto n now bei ng compiled by Mrs. Hamil to n 
Wrigh t , niece of the grea t man. It appear s from the newscut ti ng 
appearing in the Binningham Mail t ha t many new f acts abou t him wi ll 
c ome to li ght , when th e book is published. Mrs . Hami lto n Wright i s 
no stranger to Midland Club members for she has a tt ended our clu b a 
number of times . 

The Annive r sary Numbe r and Collec t or ' s Ite m this month were No. 
6 of "The Penny Geo," "The Invade rs" dated 21s t March , 1908 and 59 
years old and No. 1 of "The Old Boys ' Book Colle ctor ." This publi -
ca t ion only ran for a few numbers . It was published by Tom 
Hopperton , a gre at Ol d Boys ' Book ent husias t who died a t t he early 
age of 59 . His death was a gre a t l oss to t he hobby f or he was a 
pro l ific writ er on hobby topics . 

Tom Porter' s celeb r a t ed game, "Take a Let te r" was introduced and 
t he sol utio ns in this case were S.O.L. titles . This game is simi lar 
to t he T. V. Game but applied t o hobby t opics . The winners wer e 
Norman Gre gory , I van Webs ter , Ray Benne tt and Bill Mor gan. 

This was followed by "Break the Ciphe r" ano th er amusing game. 
The so l u tio n was 11Send Mast er Har ry t o me, 11 the fi r s t words written 
in Magnet No. 1 and to be follow ed by contin uous week ly issues 
ex tending over 32 years . Ted Davey was t he winne r of th i s . 

The r affle was agai n won by our chairman , I van Webster and th e 
prize , Sext on Blake Li brary No. 34 11Dead Res pectable " by D. Reid . 
The sale of library r affle t icke t s keeps us goi ng nicely and our 
_store of books i s expanding r apid ly . 
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A discuss i on on the best method of keeping our treasured books in 
good condition took place . Norman Gregor y tol d us th a t the late Joe 
Orme of Uttox eter used to keep his in per fect condit i on by wrapping 
them in newspapers afte r he had removed the staples ( which rust and 
destroy the paper) . All agreed th at it was necessary to keep them 
away from the li ght . 

The subject of another get toge ther with our Northern and Mersey
side friend s at Cheste rfield was raised and i t was decided to explore 
th e possibilities of ar r anging ano ther mee t ing . 

We meet agai n at the Birmingham Theat r e Centr e on April 25th . 
We hope tha t the good at tendances will be kept up . 

* * * * * 

J , F. BELLFIEW 

Correspondent 

MERSEYSIDE - 2nd April 

Some confusion was caused by the change in dat e of this meeting 
in order to meet the wishes of one member. Consequently , this had 
its effect on the at tendance and ti me of commencement, and it is 
hoped th at all members will make sure tha t t hey make a note i n t heir 
dia r ies whenever a change has be en ma.de. 

In spi t e of t hi s , it was a good meeting , and several interes ti ng 
and animated discussions were enjoyed . Bi l l Windsor wondered how 
much t he quality of a story or work of a rt was enhanced by the attach 
ment of a famous name . The poi nt was made that some members of t he 
O.B.B.C. thoroughly enjo yed a Greyfr ia r s or St. Jim ' s yarn when they 
were boys , yet in later years scorned these very s to ries when they 
discovered th ey were by substitute writer s . A valid poin t . One 
intere st ing fac t to emer ge from thi s was t hat many of Char l es 
Hamilton's earlier stor ie s were poor, to say t he l eas t, but the 
i mprovement i n his work as time .... ent on was immense. On the other 
hand, Edwy Searles Brooks ' early yarns were of t he very highest order, 
but the de terio ration as the years passed was painful. His K.K. 
Parkington 'storie s 1 were give n as a typica l example. 

To provide a li ttl e break from the old books , a new L. P . record 
of the Original Dixieland Jazz Band was played . These wer e the 
original r ecording made as far back as 1919/20 , l ong before many of 
us had been intro duced to the wonderl and of the Magnet, Gem and 
Nels on Lee, and they brought back many happy memorie s of an age 
condemned by al l the modern ' thinkers ' and ' progressives, 1 but an age 
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which , for us. contained so much t hat was good and worth while. 
The evening was ended on a happy and amusing note when Frank 

Umrin gave a P. G. Wodehouse Blanding's Cas t le reading . Members 
mentioned the thorough enjoyment of the Blanding' s Castle sto rie s in 
comparis on with the rather laboured T.V. series . We felt that 
neither Sir Ralph Richar dson nor Stanley Holloway did a nywhere near 
full just i ce to their parts . 

Please make a careful note that next month I s meeting wil l again 
be the f ir st Sunday in May , that is the 7th . 

* * * * * 
NORTHERN 

Meeting held Saturday 8th April , 1967 

JOHNNY TODD 

The 17th Annual General Meetin g opened at 6 .3() p. m. with the 
Library Session back to normal bri sk business , and the formal meet ing 
was commenced by the Chairman Geoffrey Wilde after the books had been 
cleared away. The minutes were read and the financial sta tement 
given which showed a vecy satisfactory s t a te at our year-end. From 
Treasurer-Librarian Gerry Allison 1 s le tters we wer e sorry to hear 
t hat three members were (or had been) i n hospital, and we hope they 
will soon be back to usual heal th . 

Now the Chairman gave a review of our year ' s meetings , mention 
ing th e sharing of programmes by more members, the films and record
ings , the quizzes (specially Cliff Webb who sends us regular and 
original effo rt s) , the Chri stmas Party , and the Talks. The meeting 
was then thrown open for discussion and soo n a host of new ideas were 
being eagerly thrashed out. Out of the welter we sor ted out (a) a· 
programme for the St . Frank ' s anniversary , (b) more 20 Ques t ions 
sessions , (c) a re quest for easier ( ! ) games, and (d) fr om a 
suggest io n by Tom Roach, a serial about Greyfriars to be written by 
six members in turn for reading at our meetings. The six new 'sub 
writ ers 1 are , in order of ba tting , Jack Allison, Mollie Allison , Jack 
Wood, Geoffrey Wilde , Ron Hodgson, wit h Harry Bar low to wind up, 
After details of ensuing programmes had been decided the elect i on of 
officers for the following year was soon accomplished as re - e l ec tion 
enbloc was proposed , seconded and carried without further nomina ti on. 

Now we set tled down to a Quiz of 25 questions read by Gerry 
Allison . Each answer was ei ther 11yes 11 or "no" and the groW1d 
covered was nicely varied. The winner was Ron Hodgson with 19 
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correct . The lad ies then handed round refre shment s and an interval 

of che t follow ed . 
The Chairman rang: his bell , and announced that a famous visito r 

hed been in our midst , althoush unseen . At the invita tion of our 

good friend Cliff Webb , Billy Bunter , no le ss , now addressed t he 

meeting , ( the ' vo i ce waa the voic e of Bunte r • but t he sc ript by Cliff 

waa in • the hands of Geoffrey •) , and we gathered the t Bunte r waa 

stopping at Johnny Bull ' s over the weekend . We were very favoured 

he told us (as Johnny was too : ) to have this boost up th e social 

scale , and we heard how cl ever and popular he was at Greyfriars ! 

Several of the audience were impoli t e enoush to chort le occasionally , 

but Bunter steam-r oll ered over us . A elisht hi tch occurred at the 

end when dead si len ce grett e d a re quest for a quid until Billy • s 

postal order arrived , end the dis ti nguished guest left in ra ther a 

huff: We hope during the coming meetings to have other famous 
1 guests 1 to address us. 

This bro1J8ht the meet ing to a close , fifteen members having been 

present . 
Next ""eting , Saturday , the 13th Kay, 1967. 

M. L. ALLISON 

Hon. Sec . 

Meeting April 17th , 1967 

Some 20 members at tended the April meeting , which was held at 

Neasden, th e home of our St . Frank ' s colleague , Bob Blyt he . 

The meeting opened on a sad note vi th the news that our 

Secretary , Ben Whiter , had suffered the loss of his father and cor>

dolences were expressed. 
After the preliminary items had been dispensed with, the chair 

man presented a quiz devised by Ben dealing vi th surnames and Roger 

Jenkins proved the winner . Thanks to the generos i ty of our hos t, 

all winners recei ved book prizes . 
This was followed by a reading from Gem No, 48 ( 1909) by Winnie 

Morss describing a visit to the Chicll8') Stock Yards when the St . Jim ' s 

junior s visited th e United States . It was thoroush ly enjoyed by all . 

After te a we had the pleqsure of listening to an excellent talk 

by Brian Doyle on "Boys Books' from Tom Brown to Tom Merry." Thia 
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talk would make a suitable article for the C.D. or th e Annual. 

It was a pleasant change to see a newcomer to our quizzes when 

Bob Acramon gave a serial reading from a Nelson Lee and we were asked 

to describe what apparitions the Duke of Somerton sa w at his 

"invitatio n. 11 Marjorie Norri s jus t beat Eric Lawrence for the best 

description and received a Dict io nary as her pri ze , and Eric a book. 

Of course ve had to include Bob Blythe in our programme and he 

gave us a reading from the ~ Marvel , in which Nelson Lee first met 

Nipper . 
Don Webs t er, the chairman , ended the meeting by introducing 11Ten 

Minute Talks" which pr oved po)'llar as everyone had a chance to chip 

in. 
Next meeting, Sunday May 21s t at Surbiton , when we' shall be the 

fllests of our Editor, Eric Fayne. Do advise him if you are coming . 

\ Telephone 01 /399/3357 .) 
D. B.W, 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - _ .. 

THE BEST OF GREYFRIARS and ST. JI M'S 

By W. O. G. Lofts 

On a re cent vi sit to Fleetwey House I was priv i leged to see a 

new product titled as above . From th e aame editorial office that 

gave us the wonderful collec tor s item the souvenir No. 1 MAGNET, this 

new venture i s to t ake the form of an Annual. It contains two ful l 

leng th St . Jim ' s and Greyf ri ars stories , which to my knowledge (as 

those SU8gested by myself at leas t!) are all genuine Charles Hamilton 

stories . Pri ced a t 3/6 it is wonderful value for money. 

Publication date is approx. end of JUNE thi s year - but more 

details , and possibly a review by our editor and sto r ies will be 

giv en in a later C.D. 

~: MAGNETS 1222 , 1225, 1246 , 1256 , 1257, 1259 , 1377 , 1383, 

1390, 1410, 1413 . Condition fit for binding. 

MOffi HOUSE, LANGLEY AVENUE, BINGLEY, ™· 
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THE POSTMAN CALLED (Interesting items from the 
Edi t or' s le t te r-b ag) 

LEON STONE (Aus tral ia) : The article on Lovec raft in the Annual 
particularly in t ereste d me. You see, I have been a.n ardent Love-
craft fan from way back: That was a very well wri t t en and wel l 
balanc ed ar ti cle on HPL. I have in the vici ni t y of 50 various 
editions of Lovecr af t books, by or about Lovecr aft . In 1960, before 
my home was dest royed by fir e , I had one of the worl d ' s best 
collecti ons of Lovecraftiana , inc l uding t he amateur magazi nes in 
which his fi r s t works appeared , with marginal comments in hi s own 
handwriti ng, 

STAN KNIGHT ( Chel t enham) : The Annual had a wonderful variety of 
art icl es by a wonderful team of cont ri butors , l ed by - yes , let• s say 
i t - a wonderful e di tor a t th e he lm, High on the list for me was 
th e Sl alllie s tory . It' s nice among t he articles about stories to have 
a st ory as wel l , and Sl ade has cer tainly carved out a niche for it 
se lf i n C. D. Kr. Swan' s article on the Thomson papers was much 
appre ciated . I have the four paperback r e print s of some of the 
famous stories br ough t out by Thomson a few years ago . I only 
regret t ha t they did not issue r eprin t s of some of the Red Cir c le 
stories . Ger ry Allison ' s "His tory of Tid dlerville " was highly 
amusing, and Henry Webb ' s illus tr ation of these characters at the 
head of the articl e was super b . 

(Gra te f ul thanks to reader Knight fo r all the heart - warming th ings 
he had to ssy in a wonderfu l letter abou t th e Annual - ED, ) 

CHRISTOPHER LOWDER (Stoke - on- Tren t ) : I f eel I mus t write and 
congra tu late you on t he conti nued excellence of Col lec t ors Dige st . 

As you know, I have been away from t he fo ld , so to speak , some 
years now, and only started subscrib i ng again a t the beginning of t he 
year . My hopes were not cru shed . "C. D. " i s still as grea t as it 
ever was, if not greate r. The 1966 Annual was a joy to behol d - a 
tr easure -che st , i n fact . And f rom the t echnical si de , too , it was 
an amazing achievemen t. Particu l a r l y, I muat congra tul a t e t he 
autho r of the H. P. Lovecr aft article , \; , J , A. Hubbar d . I am a 
Lovecraft f an myself , and it was a plmsln t sur pri se to se e such a 
well -writt en analys i s in the Annual . 

The April C,D, was very good , Walter Webb' s meti cul ous dis -
memberi ng of Blake ' s W'llmown cr it i c ; Ji m Cook' s "Letter from St. 



Frank's ;" and 11Let' s Be Controversial" bein g particularly commendable. 
And it's good to see that Bill Lofts is still turning out his 
faac ina ting ar ti cles , 

ALEX PARSONS (Birkenhead): I was intrigued by the April cove r , and 

very interested in your remarks about the unknown artist . I can 1 t 

remember ever seeing th is copy of the Magnet. We will have to 

assign that master of detectives to the case - Chief - Superintendant 
Bill Lofts . If anyone can ferret out the mystery , he surely will , 

iihat a mine of information the man is! I never sto p wondering how 

he digs it all up . 

JOHN TROVELL (Colchester) : Congratulations on the continued high 

stamard of the Digest . Danny remains as delightful as ever , and 

his reference to the subjec ts of th e Greyfriars Gallery will no doubt 
instil a longing in many readers not fortunate enough to have seen 

them. llould interest be suff i cient to warrant a reprint in 

Htlmil tonia? 
With reader Joe Conroy , I would add my bela ted congratulations 

to Mr. Les Rowley in apprecia tion of his excellent and amusing 
articles on Prout and Hacker in the 1965-66 Digest Annuals, am look 

forward with interest to fu rth er gems from this talented contributor . 

D, CLln'TERBUCK (Thornton Heath ) : Hearty congratulations on the 
excellence of the 1966 Annual. I found something good in all the 

items . I even found to my delight in tere s ti ng byways not t ro dden 

by me as a boy . My interest in Hamil tonia made it inevitable that 

I should prefe r the article "Charles Hamilton's Style ." The 

extracts chosen (som of which I remembered after all these years) 
convince me that as a humorous writer (only one of his facets) 
Ha.mil to n outshone even Wodehouse . 

By II. O. G. Lofts 

Mr. 0. \I , lladham in his i nteresting Annual articles menti ons 

the paper CHEERIO and why it was not included in Derek Adley ' s and 

my own comic list of papers . This paper has indeed been queried 
through t he years by many collectors , and was listed in an old C.D. 

Annual lis t of boys papers by Herbert Leckenby. Per sonally , I 
don't think it can be classed as a boys paper , or a comic as it s 
conte nts are obviously for the whole family to read , and a shor t 

account of its content s may put the reader in the picture as to its 
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correct age group. 
No. 1 appeared May 17, 1919, priced 1td, with its cover portray-

ing the great George Robey, Inside page had a serial story called 
· "The Debts of Jasper Stran&e V .C." Private , millionaire, ex-convict, 
· and illustrated by that wonderful artist from the American deep south 
of Iri sh .extraction, J, Louis Smythe, Another page had a picture of 
Miss Alma Taylor, whom that may be. Smoking Room stories being 
witty; rrutty; chirpy, and new, filled yet another ~· Centre pages 
were filled with a serious dxawing by G. II, Peyne (of comic- strip fame) 
of Gnr, James Hardy who won the V .C. and came from Ill;)' old Regiment in 
the Royal Artillery, 

From Milly to Tilly, was yet another backchat page being the 
tittle-tattle of a tame typist to her girl friend! Serials by 
E, Allingham a!)d H. B. Richmond prolific comic serial writers were 
also featured , and the last page on the back cover had Foctlight 
Favourites wi}h pl\_otos Qf Annie Saker, Fay Compton, Gladys Cooper , 
Owen Nares (who used to live at St, John's Wood and whom I knew 
pergOllll.lly as a small boy), Iris Hoey, Seymour Hicks, and Margaret 
Bannerman. 

Other pages were fill .ed with large half page cartoons that 
appeared in Titbits and Blighty though ii did advertise Greyfriars 
Herald and Boys Cinema. It ran for a total of\ 49 issues until April 
1920 when it was incorporated with lUNEl!A COIIIC, This may possibly 
have caused some readers to aasume· that CllEl!RIO must have been a comic . 
I do agree with llr, lladham that this paper was similar to FUN and 
FICTION, but this certainly was a border line case. The editor of 
F .F, always assumed that his paper was for all age groups , but what 
.strengthens its case is that a great many of the stories and illus
trations were reprinted in the BULl.SEYE in the 3()'s, and this paper 
without doubt was a boys' publication , · 

In closing about CHEERIO, I know that years ago I bought the 
f~t" -is'sue for a good sum 4sS\UD.ing it was a boys' periodical, but was 
glad to change it with , Gerry Allison for the rare A.P, Robin Hood 
Library; · Gerry has fond ·memories· of CHEERIO as he bought it each 
week' on lil'.s journey to work, and this copy gave him happy memories of 
that period. 

* ********** * 

CHEERIO. 
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RAY HOPKINS THINKS ALOUD 

I vas gad to read that Maurice Kutner tho1Joht that Hilda am 

Frank · Rict.ards were brother and sister . I also tt.CJU8bt this was the 

case with Jack and Madge North, Lewis and Louise Carl ton and Ivor and 

Ida Melbourne. It never dawned on me to wonder wey so many br others 

snd si sters veN writing tor the AP. I never thou,!ht they might be 

husband s and · wives, and certainly never dNlamed that the two names 

could be nom de plumes of the 8811Je person. That was in the days when 

young people were naive. In the words of a long-running American · 

comic strip: "Them Days are Gone Forever 4" 
Mr. Clutterbuck's view (Nview?) of the later Bunter Books was 

interesting in that he wea giviDg an unusual report. Unusual in that 

25 years had elapsed between hi s last Nading of, and Nnewing acquaint

ance wi th the heroe s of his boyhood fiction. Undoubted'.4' coming upon 

the Bunter Book8 after so great a span, I 8111 surprised that he enjoyed 

them as 1111ch as he did. We who read them one bf one as they came out , 

snd while Mr. Hamilton was still livi~, liked to feel that we were 

giviDg our old favourite a loyal band (as vell as giving ourselves a 

great deal of pleasure). For there is no doub t that while the Bunter 

Books veN a far cry trom tba old Magnet , at least the old tavouri te 

char acters were etill livi .ng and moving in ne..- adventures. Continuity 

with our childhood was tbsN and we all revelled in it. Had Mr. 

Clutterbuck been sn old Gell !an and vas r ene wing acquaintance vith old 

friends at that school, he ....uld probably have been more rewarded by a 

reading of the Gold Hawk Series and the Spring Book bargains , as those 

stories bed a lot more in CCIOIIIOn with life at St. Jim's as "" remember

ed it in the twenties end thirties , snd also the leading character was 

no t alvays the same as in tt.e Cassell Bunter series. I think two of th e 

best Bunter books are th ose which also give a share of the limelight to 

others: Lord Mauleverer in Bunter ' s First Case, snd Harry "Wharton in 

Billy Bunter Butts In. 

,,:,-ffi-mA~ ~,-9-A;r~l-(~-4) - - - - - - - - - - .- -. .-- -
MD!ORY KAN: M.Y wife is alvays telling me I have a bad ID!)mory. So I 

tried t o prove her wrong by eeeio,i how many characters I could remember 

fro m my tavouri te boys' maga• i ne , the ls te lamented MAGNE'J'. 

I came up with :,0 names or boys and s taft from Greyfriars School 

including, ot course Billy Bunter . · 

It took me a week to recall the1t, but I thou,!ht that wasn't bad 

- coll8ider ing I s t opped reading the magazine in 1911 • 

John Farrell, 20 Tannahill Road, Pai sley . 


